
2026 New Faces in International Economics Conference In Honor of Jonathan Eaton 

May 3-4, 2026 

FORMAT: All New Faces sessions will have 1 hour presentation, 10-minute paper discussion, and 5 
minutes of extended discussion. The special session will have 50-minute paper presentation plus 10 
minute discussion. Wifi: psu-guest (no password required) 

Sunday, May 3 
 

12:00-12:45  Box Lunch  
 
 Presenter Paper Title Discussant 
12:45-2:00 Deniz Atalar, 

Cambridge 
Import Competition, Innovation, and 
the Cost of Protectionism 

Jack Liang, 
Temple 

2:00-2:30 Break   
 
  Session in Honor of Jim Tybout  
2:30-3:30 Marcela Eslava, 

Universidad de 
Los Andes 

Jobless Modernity Hamid Hirooz, 
North Carolina 
State University 

3:30-4:30 David Jinkins, 
Copenhagen 

The Geography of Public Housing and 
the Dynamics of City Structure 

Kerem Cosar, UVA 

    
4:30-4:45 Break   

 
  Prybyla-Riew Lecture  
4:45-5:45 Marc Melitz Industrial Policies for Multi-

Stage Production 
 

6:30  Dinner at the Penn Stater  

 
Monday, May 4 
 

8:00-8:30  Breakfast  
 
8:30-9:45 Vishan Nigam, MIT Specialization by Design: The Unequal 

Effects of Modular Product Design 
Alejandro Sabal, 
Yale/Chicago 

9:45-10:15 Break   
10:15-11:30 Xianglong Kong, 

Chicago 
Learning in Firm-to-Firm Trade Ezra Oberfield 

Cornell 
11:30-12:45 Elena Aguilar Credit Constraints, Learning, and 

Spatial Misallocation 
Ryungha Oh, 
Chicago 

 
12:45-1:30  Lunch  
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